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Eastern white pine
Pinus strobus

Douglas fir
Pseudotsuga menziesii

The Douglas fir is the 
economically most important 
non-native tree species in 

European forests. It is expected 
to have a negative impact on 

species diversity under certain 
conditions and therefore needs 

to be monitored closely.

The eastern white pine is an 
important species for forestry but 
has been significantly affected by 
white pine blister rust, which has 

stopped the planting of this 
species. It is invasive in some 

areas, especially on sandstone.
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• Non-native tree species (NNTs), also known as “non-indigenous”, “alien”,
“introduced”, “allochthonous” or “exotic” trees, are tree species, breeds or hybrids
in the Alpine space region whose presence there is the result of intentional or
accidental introduction by humans.

• NNTs can make an important contribution to the adaptation of European forests and
urban areas to changes in climate. At the same time, they pose a risk to biodiversity
and ecosystem services.

• There is currently no generally oriented strategy for managing these species,
especially in the context of climate change. the ALPTREES project therefore aims to
develop and introduce such a strategy.

• The ALPTREES project investigates 48 regions in five countries (Austria, Slovenia,
Italy, France and Germany), and our research has determined that there are more
than 110 native and 530 non-native tree species in these regions.

• It is important to monitor the occurrence of NNTs, since there are invasive tree
species among them. Many are overlooked, as they are located on privately owned
land or in urban settings. We recommend using the iNaturalist application for
detecting and recording NNTs.
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